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President’s Message 

Kathleen Herbach 
 
Hi ladies,  
I would like to extend a sincere thank you to Deb Obriecht, Sandy Doubek 
and Rosemary Sanza and the entire team of volunteers for their success with 
the Small Quilt Auction. It was a lot of fun and I went home with a few 
treasures! I brought a few friends and they spent more than I did! Thank you 
all for bringing your friends, making your donations and bidding yourselves! 
Our auctioneer, Matt Hart gave us a few chuckles and even went home with 
a holiday wall hanging! Thanks again Deb, Sandy & Rosemary for making it 
all look so easy.  

Kathy Herbach 
President 

 

 
 

 

Celeste and Susan Akre present  
“A Quiltworx Trunk Show” 

 

Lecture Description: This program is an inspiring and informative trunk 
show that delves into the exciting world of paper piecing, featuring the 
stunning designs of Judy Niemeyer. It will showcase a collection of Judy's 
intricate and visually captivating quilts, highlighting her signature 
techniques and unique approach to paper piecing. Whether you are new 
to paper piecing or a seasoned quilter, this trunk show will inspire you to 
explore the endless possibilities of creating beautiful, precision-driven 
quilts with Judy’s innovative designs.  
 
About the Akres: Celeste and Susan Akre are a mother-daughter duo who 
have been quilting together for more than 20 years. They teach a variety 
of classes such as hand stitching, machine embroidery, Quiltworx paper 
piecing, embroidery software, AccuQuilt, and more! They formed their 
own quilting company, Happy Akres, and run retreats and teach classes 
and workshops all over the country.  
 
Aside from quilting, Celeste is an avid gardener and cyclist. She also enjoys 
spending time with her four grandkids. Susan works for the Girl Scouts 
and loves spending time outside hiking and camping.  

 

November 11, 2025  
Meeting at  

Knox Presbyterian Church , Naperville 
Doors open at 6:30pm 

 
Bring along: 

Show & Tell, Your nametag 
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Library 
Becky Kamysz  

Hello Guild, 
Overall we had good participation on IG and FB for the 
auction. I think it helps to have a pictorial catalog of our 
offerings! 
 
Currently we have 441 followers on Instagram with 1600 
views this month.   On Facebook we are up to 767 
followers with 2242 views this month.   Please connect 
with your project pictures, show, and exhibit ideas!    
Once a month isn’t enough to share our vast interests!    
 
On a tour of Moab, Utah I saw this quilt at dinner and 
stopped for a photo.    Someone said oh I’m a quilter too 
and then an employee came over to tell us about a 
nearby quilt shop!   Be open to encounters in the wild!! 
 

 
Margaret Donahue               

mdonahue1068@gmail.com     
@naperriverwalkquilts 

 
 

Small Quilt Auction  
Deb Obriecht 

 
 A great big thank you to all the volunteers at the 

auction.  Sandy and I appreciate all your hard 
work. The final auction report is provided 
below.  Let me know if you have any questions. 

 
Deb Obriecht 

 

2025 Auction Wrap up 
 

Auction sales  $2184 
Boutique sales    1110 
Total Income  $3294 
 

Expenses 
Auctioneer  $450 
Room rent            175 
Pins/tags     16 
Card fees     44 
Total expenses                      685 
Net income                $2599 
 
We had 32 volunteers. The Auction ran for 1 hour and 
10 minutes 
 
We had 16 members and 12 nonmembers participate 
in the auction.  41 items sold 
 
We had 18 members and 17 nonmembers purchase 
from the Boutique.  90 items sold out of 186 

 
Deb Obriecht 

dobriecht@yahoo.com   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hello From Social Media 
Margaret Donahue 

Hello members,  
I am looking forward to bringing out three new 
containers of books for your browsing and borrowing.  I 
am going to make the effort to rotate all the books at 
least once during my term. If you are looking for 
anything in particular, feel free to ask me to search for it 
or better yet, acquaint yourself with our library website 
at your leisure.    
 
As a reminder, if you have any outstanding books please 
return them in a timely manner for the next user.  
Thank you and Happy Quilting! 

Becky Kamysz 

 

mailto:mdonahue1068@gmail.com
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As of 10/26/25 we now have 77 members in our guild. 
 

At our small quilt auction meeting last month Elizabeth 
Halleck, who lives in Naperville, joined our guild as a 
new member. Please welcome Elizabeth when you see 
her at our November meeting and answer any questions 
she may have regarding our guild. She expressed an 
interest in joining a bee so hopefully she can find an 
opening in one of our current bees. 
 

Please make it a point to meet the following new 
members we have acquired so far this year. Marianne 
Dupy (2/11/25); Miranda Garcia (8/12/25); Elizabeth 
Halleck (10/15/25); returning member Tracy Husch-
Lissak (8/4/25); Karen Lazzara (7/8/25); Anita Nothdurft 
(7/8/25); and Cindy Servis (7/8/25). 
 

Thank you, 
Mary Cieslak, Membership 

 
 

Note about Board Meeting 

Welcome to the holiday season! I expect to have some 
quilts that are ready for quilting at the November 
meeting. I am still amazed at how many we have that 
just need quilting & binding! 
 
I made a few flat ornaments to donate along with our 
stockings for Operation Support Our Troops. Did you 
know they do thousands of these each year? The flat 
ornaments are quick to make and I am going to try to 
make some each month going forward so that I can 
donate a bunch next year. Stockings, too, though those 
do take longer. (Contact me if you want a stocking 
pattern for OST. Any flat ornament is welcome. 
Unbreakable is their main request for those.) 
 
Pillowcases, unused, are always welcome at Sharing 
Connections, and they appreciate our completed quilts, 
too. If you are wanting to just do some quick little 
charitable item over the holiday season, pillowcases 
are easy and don’t create a big mess when we may well 
have other holiday projects going. 
 
See you at the meeting! 

Shirley Peterson 
RQGPhilanthropy@gmail.com 

 
 

Shirley Peterson 
Philanthropy 

RQGPhilanthropy@gmail.com 
 

 
 

  

Membership 
Mary Cieslak 

RQG Philanthropy  
Shirley Peterson 

Our next Board Meeting will be held on the 25th  
of November at 7pm on zoom. If you would like an 
invitation to attend please contact the guild 
secretary at RQGSecretary@gmail.com. 

 
Debbie Bulpitt 

Secretary 

 
November 11 Celeste and Susan Akre 

A Quiltworx Trunk Show 
 
December 9  Game Night & 

Premier Fabric Event 
 
January 13  Sue Cortese 

My Journey to Indigo Shibori (Zoom only) 

February 10 David LaPlaca 
 
March 10  Sue Pawlowski 

A Year of Thread and Scraps 
 
April 14  Barbara Nagengast 

Needletrix Diary 
Inspirations and Techniques 

 
May 12   Lynn Contri 

Quilt Repair and Restoration 
(will evaluate a maximum of 10 quilts) 

 
June 9  Annual party and rummage sale 
 

RQG Upcoming Programs 
2025 –2026 

 

file:///C:/Filing%20Cabinet/Quilting%20Related/RIVERWALK%20QUILTERS%20GUILD/2024-25-26%20NEWSLETTER%20INFO/2025-2026%20NEWSLETTERS/OCTOBER%20Newsletter%2025/RQGPhilanthropy@gmail.com
mailto:RQGSecretary@gmail.com
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Special Events 
Sue Damitz & Gwen Brewer 

 

 
 
 
 
 

UFO Challenge  
Most of you probably have a stack of unfinished quilt 
projects. This year, make a resolution to finish some of 
your UFOs. 
 
Bring in your list of UFO projects you want to finish this 
year.  Fill in a UFO Challenge Tracker at the Special 
Events table at the next meeting.  We will keep the 
forms for the year to help you keep track of your UFOs. 
  
Now before starting a new project, look at your UFO list 
and commit to work on one of your UFO projects.  If 
you finish the project, bring it in to a guild meeting and 
show it at the meeting’s Show N Tell.  Let our team 
know which project was finished.  We will mark the 
UFO as complete and you will get a raffle ticket for each 
completed UFO.  All tickets earned will be entered for a 
chance to win a prize at the end of the year during the 
June 2026 guild meeting. 
 
You can, also, post a picture on our guild’s facebook 
page with the hashtag, #RQGufoChallenge. 
 

Quilt Show & Lunch 
Five members attended the Faithful Circle Quilter’s 
Quilt Show on September 20, 2025.  After we finished 
at the show, we carpooled back to Quilter’s Quest and 
went to lunch at 3 Corners Grill and Tap. It was a great 
opportunity to get to know more guild members.  I will 
be on the lookout for another show to attend in the 
rest of the year. 
 
 

Wonky Houses and Trees Blocks 
I am working on wonky houses and trees blocks 
samples in brighter fabrics…  I hope to have these 
available for the next meeting.  You can work on these 
at home and donate some. I will put the blocks 
together and donate the quilt to philanthropy.  Search 
on Pinterest for Wonky houses or wonky trees for ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Here’s what I had in mind for houses from 
https://linzsews.blogspot.com/2012/01/tnt-
thursday.html  
and trees from 
https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-christmas-
tree-quilt-block/.  
Make house blocks 12.5 inches and tree blocks 9.5 
inches.  

https://linzsews.blogspot.com/2012/01/tnt-thursday.html
https://linzsews.blogspot.com/2012/01/tnt-thursday.html
https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-christmas-tree-quilt-block/
https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-christmas-tree-quilt-block/
https://linzsews.blogspot.com/2012/01/tnt-thursday.html
https://www.diaryofaquilter.com/modern-christmas-tree-quilt-block/
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In October we made over 30 stockings.      And we have 
more fabric to make stockings in our November 
meeting.  
 
We meet on the third Monday each month in 
Naperville at Community United Methodist, 20 N 
Center St. in Room 308.   And yes, there is an elevator. 
Feel free to bring a snack and beverage for yourself. 
Come when you can, leave when you must. 
 
You are also always welcome to bring your own 
philanthropy project to work on if you prefer. 
 
December 15 will be that month’s meeting date.   
 
Please let me know if you plan to attend this month. 
Email, text and phone are all good ways to reach me. 
Looking forward to sewing together! 
 
Amy Shuter 
630-661-2888 
pianoman810@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

PhilanthroBee 
Amy Shuter 

 

November 17 
9:30am-1:00pm 

 
Community United Methodist Church, 

 20 N Center St. in Naperville 
 

Room 308  
(look for elevator) 

December Program 
Bev Parker 

Guild Member Holiday Party 
Game Night and Fabric Sale 

December 9, 2025  6:30 p.m.  
 

In-person event at Knox Presbyterian Church, 
1105 Catalpa Lane, Naperville, IL 60540 

 
Event: Playing games and shopping for fabrics (yardage, fat quarters, panels, and kits). 

 
Enjoy: Games and prizes. 

 
Bring: Cash, check, or credit card to purchase sale items, 

Non-perishable food for Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry. 
 

Let’s gather together to celebrate the season! 
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Of Interest to Quilters 

Fine Art of Fiber at the Chicago Botanic Garden 

10am-5pm the first Friday, Saturday, and Sunday in November.  
 

Join us for our guild's ANNUAL SHOW & SALE jointly organized by Weavers Guild 
of the North Shore, Illinois Quilters Inc., and the North Suburban NeedleArts 

Guild. One of the oldest and most prestigious fiber art shows in the Midwest, this 
is a wonderful opportunity to see and purchase locally crafted fiber and textile 

works.  
 

For more information about Fine Art of Fiber organization, please go to 
the https://fineartoffiber.org/ 

 

Janome 6600 For Sale 
Solid machine, very good condition, regular  

maintenance, assortment of feet, rolling case.  
$600 or best offer. 

Please contact Loraine Nemo  630-961-0930 
 

 
 

https://www.chicagobotanic.org/
http://illinoisquilters.com/
http://www.needleartsguild.com/
http://www.needleartsguild.com/
https://fineartoffiber.org/
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Membership Meetings 
Are held on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at: 
Knox Presbyterian Church 
1105 Catalpa Lane 
Naperville, IL 60540 

And on Zoom. Link is provided to 

members. 

 

(unless otherwise noted) 

Doors open at 6:30pm  
Meeting begins at 7:00pm 
 

 Newsletter Ads 
The Riverwalk Quilters Guild 
newsletter is published monthly.  
 
To submit articles for inclusion, 
contact our RQG Newsletter Chair 
by the 4th Tuesday of the month.  
 
Guild members may place free 
ads for personal use only.  
 
Please make sure the ad is 
directly related to our shared 
hobby. 
 
If the ad is for a business, Rates 
are as follows:  
Full Page: $50.00  
Half Page: $25.00  
Quarter Page: $12.50  
Eighth Page: $ 5.00  
Full page ad available for a single 
month only. Make checks out to 
Riverwalk Quilters Guild and 
mail to the following address:  
Riverwalk Quilters Guild  
PO Box 5092 Naperville, IL 60567 

 
 

 
 

 

POSITION 
 

EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

President Kathy Herbach RQGPresident@gmail.com 

Vice President Yvette Thorn RQGVicePresident@gmail.com 

Secretary Deb Bulpitt RQGSecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Bennett RQGTreasurer@gmail.com 

 
POSITION 

 
COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Contracts/Programs  
2026-27 

Heidi Enright  
Loraine Nemo 

RQGContracts@gmail.com 

June Party 
 
June Rummage Sale 

Janis Arquette 
Mary Stewart 
Julie Milldrum 

 
 

Library Becky Kamysz 
 

RQGLibrarian@gmail.com 

Membership and 
Directory 

Mary Cieslak  RQGMembership@gmail.com 

Newsletter 
 

Linda Kurcz RQGNewsletter@gmail.com 

Philanthropy Shirley Peterson RQGPhilanthropy@gmail.com 

Programs 2025-26 Bev Parker RQGPrograms@gmail.com 

Small Quilt Auction Deb Obriecht 
Sandy Doubek 

RQGSmallQuiltAuction@gmail.com 

Social Media Margaret Donahue RQGSocialMedia@gmail.com 

Special Events Sue Damitz RQGSpecialEvent@gmail.com 

Video 
Communications 

Ann Weaver RQGVideoCom@gmail.com 

Website Rosemary Sanza RQGWebsite@gmail.com 

2025 – 2026 RQG BOARD and COMMITTEE CHAIRS 


