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President’s Message 
Kathleen Herbach 

 

ZOOM and In Person Meeting 

March 10, 2026 
Doors open at 6:30 pm 

Meeting begins at 7:00 pm  
 

Send your Show & Tell to 
RQGpresident@gmail.com 
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Dear Members, 
 
I’d love to meet up with anyone interested in a casual dinner before our 
March meeting at Jimmy John’s, located at Washinton & Gartner.  Whether 
you’re a new member or just want to connect with others, it’s a great way 
to meet fellow members.  I’ll be there at 5:30 pm and would love to see 
YOU! 
 
I’m working on my USA 250 years Challenge and I’m excited about it.  How 
about you? 
 
I was struck by how comprehensive the newsletter is.  It is chock full of 
information that is helpful to all.  Linda does an amazing job.  Thank you. 
 
Have you visited our website lately?  It’s updated monthly with valuable 
information, including details about our upcoming speakers, challenge 
forms, and much more.  A big thank you to Rosemary for keeping the site 
current and for helping to give our Guild visibility. 
 
Show and Tell 
If you view our program on zoom and would like to participate in show and 
tell, please email me with your pictures and they will be included.  We will 
pop the picture up and let you tell your story.  Email address: 
RQGPresident@gmail.com   Future contact will be our vice president. 

 
Kathy Herbach 
Home Phone: 630-668-5451 

 
 

“Free Table” 

At Meetings Continues 
 

Bring any sewing related item you want to pass along 
to others for the table. Please retrieve anything that 
doesn’t find a new home at the end of the evening. 

 

file:///D:/New%20FILES/RQGpresident@gmail.com
mailto:RQGPresident@gmail.com
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Sue Pawlowski 
“A Year of Thread and Scraps” 

March 10, 2026 
 

March Program 
Bev Parker 

 

Lecture Description: Sue will present a trunk show of her quilts and motivate and 
inspire us with the story behind each of her approximately 600 pounds of quilts!  She 
loves using small scraps and developing quilts using the same block in different sizes. 
 
About Sue: Sue began sewing in 1973 and is now the quilter behind Jack Squares 
Studio. A leaf quilt on the cover of Quiltmaker magazine inspired her to try quilting in 
1994. When she began, she made seasonal wall hangings and especially liked designs 
by Debbie Mumm and scrappy quilts by Judy Martin. 
 
Now she designs her own quilts and patterns, and is beginning to feel a slight pull 
toward a more modern look. Her favorite quilts to make are scrappy with lots of small 
pieces. Her favorite quilt that she made is Minnesota Nights. Sue hopes someday to 
make a whole cloth quilt. 
 
She loves teaching, meeting students, and hearing the stories they share. Teaching 
gives her a better feel for how to explain instructions when writing patterns. She teaches 
classes on various techniques and uses her own quilt designs. Sue is also a longarm 
quilter, using a Statler Stitcher, run by her together with a computer. 
 
Other than quilting, Sue enjoys hiking, reading, accounting, and searching for quilt 
shops when she travels. She grew up in Lombard, studied French and 
finance/accounting in college and is the mother of three wonderful boys. 
 
Sue welcomes new customers and encourages quilters to email her for more 
information or an appointment for quilting. 
website: https://www.jacksquaresstudio.com  

 
Best Tips 

 
At our December party, members at each table discussed “the best tip no 
one knows” and “the best tip newbies need to know.”  Here are some of 

those tips.  And look for more in coming newsletters. 
 

• Use leaders and enders when sewing seams. 

• Change your sewing machine needle with each new project 

• Measure twice, cut once. 

https://www.jacksquaresstudio.com/
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2026 Quilt Show Sign-ups – Pride of the Prairie Quilt Show 
Sign up to join a group of fellow members to attend the Pride of the Prairie Quilters quilt show, 
Quilting with the Stars, on Saturday, March 14, 2026. Meet at 9:00 AM in the parking lot 
across from the Knox Presbyterian Church where we meet for our meetings. We will carpool 
to the show at Richland Grade School, 1919 Caton Farm Road, Crest Hill, IL. Each person 
will pay her own $10 admission for the show. 
Afterwards, we will come to an agreement where to eat lunch. We can eat somewhere around 
the Quilt Show or near Naperville. Come with ideas for places for lunch. After lunch, we will 
drive back to the church. 
 

2026 Quilt Challenge - USA 250th Anniversary 
Checkout details at our website for the 2026 Quilt Challenge – USA 250th Anniversary. Sign- 
up at the next live meeting at the Special Event table. 
 

UFO Challenge 
You can still fill-in a UFO Challenge Tracker at the Special Events table at the next meeting. I 
will keep the forms for the year to help you keep track of your UFOs. 
 

Wonky Houses and Tree Blocks 
We had 8 houses and 37 tree blocks turned in at the last meeting. Thank you all for 
participating. Many others said they would be turning in other blocks. We will continue to 
accept more blocks in the next couple months. I will put the blocks together and donate the 
quilts to philanthropy. 
Make house blocks 12.5 X 12.5 inches and tree blocks 9.5 X 7.5 inches. You can leave the 
blocks larger and I will cut them down. 
 

               
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Special Events 
Sue Damitz  

 

When you sleep under a quilt you sleep under a 
blanket of love. 

Note cute penguin 
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Barbara Nagengast 
“Needletrix Diary—Inspirations and 

Techniques” 
April 14, 2026 

 
Lecture Description: When standing in front of 
original quilts, Barbara was always curious about 
how quilters transferred inspiration from their heads 
into finished quilts. Using slides, she will discuss 
her journey from idea to quilt, featuring four or five 
large quilts and a couple of small ones. She will 
describe the inspiration for each, how those 
inspirations developed through successive quilts, and 
her use of Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator. 
 
About Barbara: Having suspected that she was born 
with a needle of one kind or another in her 
hand, Barbara has lived for needlework and fiber her 
whole life. She made all her own clothes from 
the age of ten, including her wedding gown, which 
she designed using newspaper as a pattern. She 
was taught by her mother who was fearless with 
fabric, and who converted her husband’s suits to 
outfits for herself—but she never made a quilt. 
When life put a temporary halt to Barbara’s 
handwork (needlepoint, embroidery and knitting) in 
the late 90s, she returned to her sewing 
machine. That was when the quilt bug hit—hard! She 
relished setting a new challenge to solve and 
learn with each quilt she designed. She advises that 
quilting is for fun, so figure out what is fun and have 
a ball doing it! 

April Program 
Bev Parker 

RQG Upcoming Programs 
2026 

April 14             Barbara Nagengast 
Needletrix Diary 

Inspirations and Techniques 
 

May 12                    Lynn Contri 
      Quilt Repair and Restoration 
           (will evaluate a maximum of 10 quilts)  
 
June 9       Annual party and rummage sale 

Hello From Social Media 
Margaret Donahue 

Hello Quilters 
Everyone has different places to gather 
inspiration.  This month on Social Media the 
Quilt Con 2026 looms large.   We can't attend 
every show and convention but there are so 
many resources to see what we miss.     
Yesterday in my feed about the show a 
post  announced a hashtag; 
#quiltconrejects2026.  I think that is brilliant. 
Show entries are amazing but so are all the near 
misses that the show could not display.  
   
Send me your photos...it can be 
anything.  Works in progress or finished 
masterpieces are fine.   We all do better when 
working in community at least some of the time. 
-- 
Margaret Donahue 
@naperriverwalkquilts 
RQGSocialMedia@gmail.com 
 

Fabric Accepted at Local Recycling Program 
 
The City of Naperville offers a Clothing and Textile 
Recycling program at the City’s Environmental 
Collection Campus, 156 Fort Hill Drive, on 
weekdays from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. The link below will 
provide details. There is a complete list online of 
acceptable and unacceptable items. A wide variety 
of items are accepted. It is confirmed that fabric 
qualifies.  It's even a drive-up drop off.  

     
naperville.il.us/textile-recycling 

 

 

mailto:RQGSocialMedia@gmail.com
http://naperville.il.us/textile-recycling
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Note about Board Meeting 
Debbie Bulpit 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

Looking Down the Road 
 
Our new guild year will begin in July of this year with an 
exciting line-up of speakers.  Each of them has a 
website if you’re interested in taking a peek. 
 

Karen Eckmeier   Laura Hartrich 
Lorelei Kuecker   Linda Lambert 

Tara Miller   Sally Mavor   Sandra Mollon 
Pamela Weeks 

Library news you can use… 
 
Scrappy anyone?  Our March speaker, Sue 
Pawlowski, specializes in scrap quilts and small 
piecing, so books featured at library this month will 
be generally focused on those areas.  Stop by and 
see! 
 
Loraine (substitute librarian) 

RQG Philanthropy  
Shirley Peterson 

Library 
Becky Kamysz  

Our next Board Meeting will be held on the 24th  
of March at 7pm on zoom. If you would like an 
invitation to attend, please contact the guild 
secretary at RQGSecretary@gmail.com. 

 
Debbie Bulpitt 

Secretary 

We donated 15 quilts and 13 pillowcases to Sharing 
Connections so far this year. They were so very 
grateful to receive them! Thank you to everyone who 
has participated in any way at all in helping these 
items be available to donate. 
 
At the March meeting I’ll have sone pillowcases that 
need to be sewn, still more quilts that need to be 
quilted, and I hope to have at least a couple of quilts 
that just need their binding stitched down to be 
finished. 
 
Shirley Peterson 
Philanthropy 
RQGPhilanthropy@gmail.com 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.riverwalkquilters.com  

 
 

 

Scan the QR code to visit our 
website for information about 
the guild and upcoming events 

and speakers. 
www.riverwalkquilters.com 

 

 

Contracts 
Loraine Nemo and Heidi Enright 

 

mailto:RQGSecretary@gmail.com
mailto:RQGPhilanthropy@gmail.com
http://www.riverwalkquilters.com/
http://www.riverwalkquilters.com/
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PhilanthroBee 
Amy Shuter 

 

In February we had fun arranging 
and sewing quilt tops.  This month 
we will layer the quilt tops and then 
machine quilt them. 
 
Or you’re always welcome to bring 
your own philanthropy project to 
work on if you prefer.  And thank 
you to those who have donated 
supplies. 
 
We meet on the third Monday each 
month in Naperville at Community 
United Methodist Church, 20 N. 
Center St. in Room 308.  And yes, 
there is an elevator.  Feel free to 
bring a snack and beverage for 
yourself.  Come when you can, leave 
when you must.  During the cold 
winter months, I suggest wearing an 
extra layer in case the room is cold.  
If you would like to mark your 
calendars ahead, here are some 
upcoming dates for 2026: 
 
April 20 
May 18 
 
Please let me know if you plan to 
attend this month.  Email, text and 
phone are all good ways to reach 
me.  Looking forward to sewing 
together! 
 
                                             Amy Shuter 
                                        630-661-2888 
                 pianoman810@yahoo.com 

 

March 16, 2026 
9:30am-1:00pm 

 
Community United Methodist 

Church, 
 20 N Center St. in Naperville 

Room 308  
(look for elevator) 

  

PhilanthroBee is an open group.  You don’t have to be a “member” 
to participate.  Just bring your sewing machine, scissors, etc.  Please 
just let me know when you are planning to attend so I can make sure 
to have plenty of supplies. 

  

mailto:pianoman810@yahoo.com
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Of Interest to Quilters   
 

 

 

 

Janome 6600 For Sale 
Solid machine, very good condition, regular 

maintenance, assortment of feet, rolling case. 
$600 or best offer.  Price negotiable. 

 
Please contact Loraine Nemo 630-961-0930 

 

CRAFT IN AMERICA 
If you have access to PBS television, “Craft in America” is a wonderful show 
that features all types of artists.  The show has run for several seasons which 
are archived and easy to select.  Each episode is chock full of inspiring 
creativity including weaving, glass art, paper cutting, instrument crafting, the 
gamut!  The show also details artists’ journeys.  There is much crossover in 
the arts, and we as quilters will find a deeper appreciation of various arts 
and may even find a spark of creativity for our own endeavors. 

 

April 30, 2026 | Classes 
May 1 – 3, 2026 | Festival 
Donald E. Stephens 
Convention Center 
Rosemont, IL | USA 
https://fiberfabriccraft.com/ 
 
 
https://fiberfabriccraft.com/ 

Faithful Circle Quilters 
Pop-Up-Shop 

25 Member-Vendors 
Saturday April 11, 2026  10am-3pm 

Faith United Methodist Church – Fellowship Hall 
432 59th St, Downers Grove, Il 60516 

Admission is $2.00 
Our guild members have de-stashed and are selling kits, quilt tops, 

fabric bundles, precuts, hand dyes, as well as a broad range of 
supplies-rulers, panels, books, embroidery supplies, scrapbooking, 

hand crafted items, and so much more! 
 

And talented bakers in the guild are participating in a Bake Sale! 
 

Proceeds from this event benefit the West Suburban Community 
Pantry and the faithful Circle Quilters educational and philanthropic 

endeavors. 
http://www.fcquilterscom/about 

https://fiberfabriccraft.com/
https://fiberfabriccraft.com/
https://fiberfabriccraft.com/
http://www.fcquilterscom/about
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Membership Meetings 
Are held on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month at: 
Knox Presbyterian Church 
1105 Catalpa Lane 
Naperville, IL 60540 

And on Zoom. Link is provided to 

members. 

 

(unless otherwise noted) 

Doors open at 6:30pm  
Meeting begins at 7:00pm 
 

 Newsletter Ads 
The Riverwalk Quilters Guild 
newsletter is published monthly.  
 
To submit articles for inclusion, 
contact our RQG Newsletter 
Chair by the 4th Tuesday of the 
month.  
 
Guild members may place free 
ads for personal use only.  
 
Please make sure the ad is 
directly related to our shared 
hobby. 
 
If the ad is for a business, Rates 
are as follows:  
Full Page: $50.00  
Half Page: $25.00  
Quarter Page: $12.50  
Eighth Page: $ 5.00  
Full page ad available for a single 
month only. Make checks out to 
Riverwalk Quilters Guild and 
mail to the following address:  
Riverwalk Quilters Guild  
PO Box 5092 Naperville, IL 60567 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

POSITION 
 

EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

President Kathy Herbach RQGPresident@gmail.com 

Vice President Yvette Thorn RQGVicePresident@gmail.com 

Secretary Deb Bulpitt RQGSecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer Robin Bennett RQGTreasurer@gmail.com 

 
POSITION 

 
COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Contracts/Programs  
2026-27 

Heidi Enright  
Loraine Nemo 

RQGContracts@gmail.com 

June Party 
 
June Rummage Sale 

Janis Arquette 
Mary Stewart 
Julie Milldrum 

 
 

Library Becky Kamysz 
 

RQGLibrarian@gmail.com 

Membership and 
Directory 

Mary Cieslak  RQGMembership@gmail.com 

Newsletter 
 

Linda Kurcz RQGNewsletter@gmail.com 

Philanthropy Shirley Peterson RQGPhilanthropy@gmail.com 

Programs 2025-26 Bev Parker RQGPrograms@gmail.com 

Small Quilt Auction Deb Obriecht 
Sandy Doubek 

RQGSmallQuiltAuction@gmail.com 

Social Media Margaret Donahue RQGSocialMedia@gmail.com 

Special Events Sue Damitz RQGSpecialEvent@gmail.com 

Video 
Communications 

Ann Weaver RQGVideoCom@gmail.com 

Website Rosemary Sanza RQGWebsite@gmail.com 

2025 – 2026 RQG BOARD and COMMITTEE CHAIRS 


