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President’s Message 
Bev Parker 

 
 
Happy 2025!  
In looking over my letter from last January, I’m chagrined to admit that 
 my resolution to finish UFOs went nowhere. Maybe this year…  
 
We ended December with a super meeting of getting-to-know-you games 
and projects. (thanks, Mara Gallagher!). Our accompanying sale of quality 
fabrics was very successful and helped fill our coffers for interesting 
programs next year. Thanks to all who participated to make the evening 
special. 
 
Our January meeting is online only. Be sure to Zoom with us when Ellen 
Lindner shares her own techniques of making fabric into art.  
 
We’ll be back together the following month, which is different from the last 
couple of Februarys. The in-person meeting at Grace United Methodist 
Church will be a sharing of personal antique quilts. Check elsewhere in this 
newsletter for more information about both programs. 
 
March will be a philanthropy sew-in to make pillowcases; the meeting will 
return to Knox Presbyterian. Be sure to join the fun with sewing to benefit 
many. 
 
Nominations for the 2025-26 board will soon be a priority. Serving on the 
board is an excellent way to meet new friends and learn more about the 
guild. Please consider volunteering for a board position or say “Yes” when 
invited. 
 
Happy quilting! Bev 
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2025 New Years Goals 
My goal this year is to clear my 
overly cluttered sewing table and 
find all the things I'm missing and 
again, have space to work. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Bev Parker 
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The January meeting is zoom only. You will find the link in the cover letter to this newsletter. 

 

  

Playing with Fabric  

  

  

Creativity = Inspiration/Observation + Courage  

  

Creative Challenges:  

Use a dark background  
Try a new color combination  
Purposely use a little “ugly” fabric  
Make something 3D  
Read a good book, and DO some of    
     the exercises (see resources below)  
  

Resources:  

Curves in Motion, (book) by Judy Dales  
Adventures in Design, (book) by Joen Wolfrom  

  

Quilt Surface Design Symposium (classes in Columbus, OH) www.qsds.com  
   

About Ellen:  

Ellen Lindner is a VERY enthusiastic quilt maker, author, and teacher.  She likes trying new things, and encourages her 
students to do the same.   

  

Ellen was featured on three episodes of Quilting Arts TV, as she explained her techniques and design tips.  Her quilts 
have won both local and national awards.  They have been included in many prestigious shows, including those in 
Paducah, and Houston, as well as in art galleries, museums, and U.S. embassies, both near and far.    
  

In addition, Ellen’s quilts have been included in multiple publications, including several articles and eBooks she has 
written. She also has several on-demand classes online.  
  

Sign up for Ellen’s monthly newsletter to get tutorials, information about upcoming classes, and  see her latest quilts.  
  

Ellen’s website is full of useful and interesting information: tutorials on things like how to face  a quilt and use color, 
and fun videos, such as a tour of the quilts hanging in her home.   
  

Find it all at AdventureQuilter.com  

  

   

January 2025 Program 

Nancy Sturgeon 

http://www.qsds.com/
http://www.qsds.com/
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/e-books/
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/e-books/
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/online-classes
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/online-classes
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/online-classes
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/online-classes
http://adventurequilter.com/newsletter/
http://adventurequilter.com/newsletter/
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/articles/
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/articles/
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/videos-2/
http://adventurequilter.com/main_page/videos-2/
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Hello From Social Media 
Margaret Donahue 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership 
Mary Cieslak New Book  

at Nichols Library 
 

The Quilting Experience  
A Celebration of Community 
and Patchwork Patterns 
 
by Victoria Findlay Wolfe 

Please welcome the newest member of our 

guild, Karen Koch from Naperville. 

  
We currently have 82 members in our guild 
and welcome quilters to join.  
  
So, if you know anyone who may be 
interested in joining, please pass on our 
information. 
 
 
 

Our January meeting will be virtual so be sure to 
keep sharing your projects to be posted on our 
pages. 
 
Also, December is a tricky time to post because 
some of our makes are meant to be gifted.   If you 
brought something to the December party that 
didn’t get posted please send me those photos. 
It’s a great month to be sewing! 
Happy New Year!    
 
Margaret Donahue 
rqgsocialmedia@gmail.com 
@naperriverwalkquilts 
Riverwalk Quilters Guild on Facebook 
 

There will be no library in January, but it 
will return for our February meeting at 
Grace UMC.       
 
If you checked out books in '24, please 
return them in February so they are 
available for other guild members.  
Thank you. 
 
Read on, sew on! 
Sandy & Loraine  
 

2025 New Years Goals 
My 2025 goal is to use up more stash 
and, though thinking outside the box 
was interesting, I'm going to do more 
with my love of large-scale floral prints 
and collage art quilts. Explore more to 
my own taste. 

Mary Saba 
 

 

mailto:rqgsocialmedia@gmail.com
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PhilanthroBee 
Amy Shuter 

 
It’s cold out there so let’s make it a little warmer for some people! In January we plan to sew more hand warmers/ 
muffs which will be going to various senior centers.  
 

Here is a picture with samples of the hand warmers we made last 
month at our December meeting. These are made with quilted fabric 
with fleece lining. Perhaps one of you recognize the cheerful yellow 
orphan blocks you donated to the rummage sale.  
 
 
Here are 2 nice lap quilts that we received and donated.  

 
 
You are welcome to join us on January 20 at Community United 

Methodist Church. And yes, there is an elevator! Come when 
you can, leave when you must. Feel free to bring a 

beverage and snack for yourself if you would like. 
 
Please let me know if you plan to attend. Text, email and phone call are all good ways to contact me. 
 
Amy Shuter 
630-661-2888 
pianoman810@yahoo.com 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                    

 
 

 

 

January 20 
9:30am-1:00pm 

Community United Methodist 
Church 

20 N Center St in Naperville  
Room 308 

(look for elevator) 
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February 2025 Program 
Nancy Sturgeon 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The meeting will be held at 
Grace United Methodist Church, 

300 E. Gartner, Naperville 
7 p.m. Tuesday, February 11, 2025. 

Park in the lower level off of Gartner. 

 
Antique Quilts 

The program will be a show and tell of RQG members' 
antique quilts. We will have a nice selection of quilts 
to show you. Members who have already volunteered 
will give a SHORT presentation on each of their quilts, 
and then the quilts will be displayed on tables at the 
back of the room so you can see the details.  
 
There will be no refreshments allowed in the meeting 
room as we don't want any spills on the quilts.  
 
This program will not be available on Zoom as Grace 
does not have Zoom in this room.  
 
If you have any questions, email me at 
RQGPrograms@gmail.com.   
 
Nancy Sturgeon 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
2025 New Years Goals 

The new year brings many quilting “shoulds”. Ideas swirl 
about! My first few projects: a philanthropy quilt made 
completely from stash (top was completed on 1/3 & 4), 
small gifts for dear ones who I will not see soon, and 
finally, do you recall the Buck A Block program? Why did 
I make just 11 of the 12 lovely Americana blocks? Block 
12 and a completed top are now on the January 
docket.  I’m leaving room for shifting priorities and 
pondering “shoulds” as the year goes on.  

Loraine Nemo 
 
 

 
 

mailto:RQGPrograms@gmail.com
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RQG Upcoming Programs  
2024-25 

 

 
 
         
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 14, 2025—Zoom Only—Ellen Lindner—
Melbourne, FL—Playing With Fabric 
 
February 11, 2025—In Person--Antique Quilts 
At Grace United Methodist Church 
 
March 11, 2025— In person Philanthropy Sew-
In at Knox Presbyterian Church 
 
April 8, 2025— In person & Zoom—Amy 
Struckmeyer—Oak Park, IL— Reframe Your Color 
Story at Knox Presbyterian Church 
 
May 13, 2025— In person & Zoom— Audrey 
Esarey—Louisville, KY—Foundation Paper 
Piecing at Knox Presbyterian Church 

 
 

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
www.riverwalkquilters.com  

 

 

You’re Invited to see 

20 years of Fiber by Sharon Malec 
at the Gallery 200 in West Chicago. 

The exhibit runs February 1-28, 2025 
 

http://www.riverwalkquilters.com/
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Membership Meetings 
Are held: 
The 2nd Tuesday of each month 
at: 
Knox Presbyterian Church 
1105 Catalpa Lane 
Naperville, IL 60540 

And on Zoom. Link is provided to 

members. 

 
Doors open at 6:30pm  
Meeting begins at 7:00pm 
 
 

 Newsletter Ads 
The Riverwalk Quilters Guild 
newsletter is published monthly.  
 
To submit articles for inclusion, 
contact our RQG Newsletter Chair 
by the 4th Tuesday of the month.  
 
Guild members may place free 
ads for personal use only.  
 
Please make sure the ad is 
directly related to our shared 
hobby. 
 
If the ad is for a business, Rates 
are as follows:  
Full Page: $50.00  
Half Page: $25.00  
Quarter Page: $12.50  
Eighth Page: $ 5.00  
Full page ad available for a single 
month only. Make checks out to 
Riverwalk Quilters Guild and 
mail to the following address:  
Riverwalk Quilters Guild  
PO Box 5092 Naperville, IL 60567 

2024-25 RQG BOARD and COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

 

 
 

 

 
POSITION 

 
EXECUTIVE 

BOARD 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

President Bev Parker RQGPresident@gmail.com 

Vice President Mara Gallagher RQGVicePresident@gmail.com 

Secretary Mary Saba RQGSecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer Carol Gruchala RQGTreasurer@gmail.com 

 
POSITION 

 
COMMITTEE 

CHAIRS 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Contracts  RQGContracts@gmail.com 

Library Sandy Doubek 

Loraine Nemo 

RQGLibrarian@gmail.com 

Membership and 
Directory 

Mary Cieslak RQGMembership@gmail.com 

Newsletter Linda Kurcz RQGNewsletter@gmail.com 

Philanthropy  RQGPhilanthroopy@gmail.com 

Programs Nancy Sturgeon RQGPrograms@gmail.com 

Small Quilt Auction Darlene Schille RQGSmallQuiltAuction@gmail.com 

Social Media Margaret Donahue RQGSocialMedia@gmail.com 

Special Events Sherry Gendel RQGSpecialEvent@gmail.com 

Video 
Communications 

Ann Weaver RQGVideoComt@gmail.com 

Website Rosemary Sanza RQGWebsite@gmail.com 


